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Mo matter why or how they came to live with you, your
grandchildren will banefit from being in your home.
When children cannot be with their parents, living with
a grandparent may provide:

e What You Might Be Seeing.

® The comfort of a familiar language and culture

Despite these banefits, the children will face
® A chance to stay with siblings miqu;m" i st o
L ]

More contact with their parents, depanding on
the situation & They may fesal insecure and unsure that you will

take cara of them.

They may act out or challenge you.
Thiey will miss their parants.

It will take time for your grandchildren to feel safe They may be anxious or depressed.

and sacure in their new home with youw. You can

encourage thesa good faelings in a number of ways:

They may seem young or act too old for their ages.

3et up a daily routine of mealtimas, bedtime, and other activities.

Help your grandchildren feel "at home" by creating a space just for them.

Talk to your grandchildren, and listen whan thay talk to you.

3et up a few rules and explain your expectations. Than, enforce the rulas consistanthy.

Reward positive behavior. When children make mistakes, focus on teaching rather than punishing.

Be as involved with their school as you can, and encourage your children to participate in school activities.
This iz a big job, and you may need help from your commiunity. Hare are somea suggastions:

® Help with housing or other bills, clothing, or school supplies may be available specifically for grandparants
raising grandchildran in your commumnity.

® Join a support group. Oftan thare are local groups for grandparants raising grandchildran.

Azk for help and refarrals from a church leader, the counselor at your child’s school, or a social sonices agancy.

®  [f necessary, get professional help to address your grandchild’s special needs, such as medical care, mental
health care, or special education.

Parenting the second time around brings special challenges and special joys. Do not hesitate to ask for help
or seak services in your community for yourself§ and your grandchildran.

Thiz tip sheat was created with input from expents in national organizations thaf work to profect children snd strengthen families. To
dowmload this tip sheet or for more parenting tips, go to www. chidwelfare gov/preventing/promotingparenting or call 800,304, 3366,

Strengthening Families and Commumities www.childwelfare gov/preventing a1
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Tips for Helping Children Who Have Speech and
Language Difficulty

Learn to understand what your child is saying. The more
you listen and communicate, the easier it will be
to understand him. Pick up on the clues your child
gives you (the words you understand). It will help
you to decipher the rest of what he is saying.

Always correct in a positive way. Children should not
feel like their mistakes are wrong or bad—only dif-
ferent from yours. Instead of saying “No, say cat
not tat.”, try saying, “Yes, that is a cat.” You
will
be repeating words or sounds correctly so that he
can hear you and learn to self correct. Intention-
ally mispronounce words at times and correct your-
self so that he/she can see that grown-ups also
make mistakes and can follow your model of self
correcting.

Correction is not always appropriate . When your child is
very excited or distracted, it is best not to try
to teach speech or correct speech.

Slow your speech down . Slowing down when you talk so
that he can hear you clearly can help him to dif-
ferentiate sounds and words. Give directions simply
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