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Tips for Helping Children Who Have Speech and 
Language Difficulty  

 

 

Learn to understand what your child is saying. The more 
you listen and communicate, the easier it will be  
to understand him. Pick up on the clues your child 
gives you (the words you understand). It will help 
you to decipher the rest of what he is saying. 

 

Always correct in a positive way.  Children should not 
feel like their mistakes are wrong or bad–only dif-
ferent from yours. Instead of saying “No, say cat 
not tat.”, try saying, “Yes, that is a cat.” You 
will  
be repeating words or sounds correctly so that he 
can hear you and learn to self correct. Intention-
ally mispronounce words at times and correct your-
self so that he/she can see that grown-ups also 
make mistakes and can follow your model of self 
correcting. 

 

Correction is not always appropriate . When your child is 
very excited or distracted, it is best not to try 
to teach speech or correct speech.  

 

Slow your speech down . Slowing down when you talk so 
that he can hear you clearly can help him to dif-
ferentiate sounds and words. Give directions simply  
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